“been at'sched to this squadron, returned to the United
States by way of Cape Horn, in the month of June.

The Susquehanna, which is one of the new war steam-
ers built under the provisions of the act of C the
3d of March, 1847, suiled from Norfolk in June last, by way
of Rio de Juneiro, conveying to that place his excellency
M. Macedo, late Minister of the Emperor of Brazil to this
country, the Hon. R. C. Schenck, United States Minister
Plenipotentiary to Brazil, and the Hon. J. 8. Pendleton,
Chargé 4’ Affaires to the Argentine Republic. She arriv-
ed at Rio de Janeiro with some derangements in her ma-
chinery and equipments, but these were repaired without
much delay, and when last heard from she was about to
depart, by way of the Cape of Good Hope, for her ulti-
mate destination. A favorable impression for our inte-
rests and commerce is @ to be ereated in the pecu-
liar countries of the East, by the addition of this new and
well-appointed steam-frigate to our squadron in that re-

gion.

The steamer Michigan, Commander Bullus, has conting-
ed to cruise on the Upper Lakes, for the protection and
assistance of our trading vessels in those waters, and has,
apn several occasions, furnished important assistance to the
eivil officers in arresting and bringing to justice combina-
tions of persons charged with offences against the laws of
the United States.

In this review of the sea-service of our eruisers, I have
the satisfaction to announce that in all quarters of the
globe their reception and treatment have been not only re-
spectful, but ¢ordial ; and that not merely the interests of
commerce, but international peace and friendship are like-
Iy to be rmmoted by these visits of our axmed vessels and
the display of our flag on foreign shores,

The expedition under Lieut. Com'g De Haven to the
Arctib seas, in search of the British commander, Sir John
Franklin, and his companicns, refurned to the port of New

¥ork in October, having discovered only supposed traces
of the objeots of which 1t was in quesi, and leaving in en-
tire uncertainty their actual fute. The vessels of the Bx-
pedition proceeded in the direction where, in the opinion
of the best-informed officers, the missing navigators are
to be sought, and on which the traces in question were
found. Though fuiling in the main ebject of their search,
Lieut. De Huven and his officers verified, by their explo-
rations, many facts before unknown to science, but indi-
eated in the course of the investigations cariad on at the
Naval Observatory, concerning the winds and currents of
the ocean, and to which reference was made in the in-
structions for the expedition.

In this expedition the officers and men were all volun-
teers. Inits prosecution they encountered the greatest
dangers and hardships. To mention o single example:
their veasels were canght by the ice, and frozen up in the
open sea. In this perilous situation they were confined
for nine months, and drifted to and fro in the ice for more
than s thousand miles. By the skill of the officers and the
meroy of a superintending Providence, they were released
from their cold imprisonment, and restored to their coun-
try and friends ; not a man having been lost on the expe-
dition. They have received no other pay than would have
been their due on a cruise to Naples or the Levant, and I
respectfully suggest that they be allowed the same pay
and emoluments that were granted to those in like posi-
tions in the late Exploring Expedition te the South seas,

Mr. Henry Griunell, the owner of the vessels employed
by Lient. De Ilaven, has generously offered them for
another cruise in search of Sir John Franklin, should
Congre=;s think proper to authorize a second expedition.

The 2ot of Congress of March 3, 1840, authorized the
employment of three small vessels of the navy in testing
new reutes on the ocean pointed out by the SBuperintendent
of the ('bservatory on his wind and current charts, and in
eollect nginformation to enable him to perfect those charts.
After the return of the brig Dolphin, as already mentioned,
ghe was fitted out and detailed on this service, under the com-
mand of Lieut. B. P. Lee, an officer of great experience
and in:clligence as a surveyor and hydrographer ; and in-
terestinz and valuable results are expected from the cruise.

At th~ instance of the Executive Committee of citizens

- of the Unitod States desiring to send forward specimens
of the produstions of American genius, skill, and labor to
the great Industrial Exhibition in London this year, the
frigate St. Lawrence was, with the approbation of the
President, dispatched thither from the port of New York,
under the command of Commander Sands, to transport the
articles for exhibition, free of charge. It is hoped that
the triumphs of our countrymen in the competitions for
prizes, in the inventions pertaining to agriculture alone,
the most ancient and useful art known to man, will justi-

the conutenance and liberality thus shown to them by
the Government. On her retwrn, the St. Lawrence con-
veyed our Chargé d°Affairs in Portugal from Southampton
to Lishon; and in the ports both of England and Portu-
gal was received with demonstrations of respect and hos-
pitality.

The numhber of officers of the navy employed during
the present year on the coast survey was ninety. Hay-
ing communicated to Congress at its last session my
opinion that, in consideration of the nature of this work,
end the connexion of the officers of the navy with it, the
public interests would be promoted by the transfer uf its
conduct and supervision ts this Department, 1 have but
to repeat the conviction then expressed, as strengthened
by more matare consideration.

In pursuance of the intention expressed in my last an-
pual report, o board of engineers of the army was, at my
request, detailed to make a survey and examination of
the Memphis navy yard, with a view to overcome a diffi-
cuity which had been encoun in finding solid founda-
tions for the buildings of the yird. The report of this
board, of which a copy is appended, affords an interest-
ing discussion of the question involved, and will merit
the attention of Congress. :

The large stone dock at the Brooklyn navy yard, which
has been ten years in progress, was so far completed, with
all its appendages, in August last, as to be surrendered
up to the commandant of the yard. Its entire cost, as
shown in the report of the Chief of the Bureau of Yards
and Docks, has been $2,146,255.56.

The floating sectional dock, basin, and railway at Phi-
ladelphia has likewise been reported as ready for delive-
ry, but, owing to the want of sufficient depth of water
immediately adjacent to the basin, the experiment requir-
ed of raising a vessel for the purpose of testing these
works could not be made. ging operations are now
going on to remedy this defect, and the test is expected
to be made within the month of December.

The floating balance dock, basin, and railway at Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, is also expected to he finished
and tested within a short time thereafter.

The balance dock, basin, and ‘railway at Pensacola has
not progressed as rapidly as was expected, and may not
be in readiness for delivery before the ensuing summer.

4 ly to the act of the last session of Congress, a
modified contract wns entered into with Messrs. Dakin
and Moody, and Gilbert and Becor, for the construction
of o Boating sectional dock on the bay of Ban Francisco,
t0 be completed and delivered for the sum of %610,000.
This work is understood to be in a course of speedy exe-
eution, the contract requiring its completion in two years
from the month of May last. Its precise location cannot
be determined until the selection of a site for a navy
yard on the waters of that bay, for which purpose a com-
mission will be sent out early in the enswng spring. It
will be neeessary to provide a pier or hasin to render this
dock capable of use. The location of the dock having
not yet been determined, the Department postpones the
question of preference between these two structures until
the report of the proposed board shall be received and
full Incul information obtained.

It being generally expected and desired by the owners
of American merchant vessels that the use of the dock in
question shall be allowed for the repairs of such vessels,
when not required for ships of war, it is proposed that
Congress shall determine the proper regulations for the
purpose, and direet whether the dock and fixtures shall
be leased with that view, or whether the Government shall
carry on the work, through its own agents, and on what
terms,

. The necessity of a navy yard and station on that coast

i# 80 obvious, us well to secure and work the dock, as for

general nuval purposes in those waters, as to need no il-

lustration. | therefore recommend that Congress shall

suthorize such un establishment there, and make adequate
appropriations therefor.

According to the llu.l'h:-'rit_\r eonferred on the DEpOﬂ*
ment, and an appropristion of a sum not exceeding
$80,000 for that object, a contract was concluded with
Meesrs. Wells and Gowan, of Boston, to remove the wreck
of the steam-frigate Missouri from the Bay of Gibraltar,
for the sum of $569,000. Security was taken for the ful-
filment of the contruct, and the contractors are engaged in
the work, with no doubt, on their part, of success.

Of the four war steamers, rated as frigntes, directed to
be bailt by the act of Congress approved March 8d, 1847,
the Saranse was put in commission during the last year:
the Su«iuthannlg and Ban Jacinto during the present;
sod the Powhaton remains unfinished. Measures have
been taken to expedite the completion of this vessel, and
it 18 now expected that she will be ready for sen in the
course of the ensning spring. The Fulton and Alleghany,
steamers of the first class, have recently undergone exten.
sive ulterations and repaire, and are each nearly prepared
for service ; nnd steps have been takem to rebuild the
Princeton, u steamer nlso of the first elass,

The steam-frigate Mississippi, in her long cruise of near
two yeurs und a half in the Mediterranenn, underwent no
repairs, except such as were offected on board, but yet re-
tained her entire efficiency as o man-of-war; shd the gen- |
ern! conduct and mansgement of the vessel and her ¢rew

retiocts the highest credit on her eommnnder. She will

be transferred to Philudelphin, for the purpose of testing

the dock at that navy yard, and to undergo sueh repairs
sud improvements us may be found necessary.

Having taken ocension a year since to review the le
gislution of Congress in reference to the gradual inerease
of the navy, and to demonstrate that no system of nuval
policy Lad been wiopted defining the number and deserd
Sipe of ships suppesed to be required by the wants of l:;
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country, I esteem it now only necossary to romark that,
while | do not cencur in the policy, sometimes advocated,
that the United States should spportion their naval yessels
and foree to those of the mvw;&f th:'h principal l:t:hu:’ El’
Europe, with which, by possibility, they may have .
sions.pewa should by no i.m omit to avail ourselves of ull
the uids afforded by seience and experience in the in}pme-
ment of our naval establishment, sod at the same time en-
large our c:fu:ltiu for inerease to any needful extent,
whenever the public exigencies shall require it.

In every thing ining to the building, armament,
and equipment of vessels of war, the scrutinizing and ac-
tive mind of the present nge has not been idle. Hm-eh.&m
vessels of large draught have been recently built and rig-
ged in our country, which have sailed, by the force of the
winds slone, one thousand statute miles in three days, and
with an approach to the like rate of speed in long voyages.
Improvements and discoveries in ordnance and gunnery
have been introduced, by means of which, in l:hc opinion
of well-informed officers, a ship of inferior rating, say of
82 guns, may be so built and rigged and armed as to prove
more than & match for the stoutest line-of-battle ship of
the old construction and armament. How far the power
of steam may be added to inerease the superiority of the
modern vessels in speed, destructiveness, and other points
of & man-of-war, is also a fruitful theme of speculation
and experiment.

With these improvements, whether fully realized or
only in prospect before our eyes, it were vain to rest con-
tent with the old models and armaments and appliances
of vessels which, however excellent in their day, may have
been superseded by more recent inventions, While, there-
fere, all proper cautions are observed—and nothing, how-
ever specious, should be adopted without full investiga-
tion-—Iit Appears to be our obvious policy to continue to
build ships, 20t only to supply the pia¢2s of those decayed
or lost, but to test nul keep: pace with the improvemenid
of the age. It has been su , s & matter of econo-
my, that such experimental ships be built of white oak
instead of live onk, that being the cheaper material, and
generally used in merchant ships.

In illustration of one of the improvements in war steam-
ers, it is represented to the Department that the boilers of
the Mississippi, planned fifteen years since, and with the
best intelligence of that day, may be reduced nearly one-
half in their dimensivus and weight, and at the same time
made to double the power of the vessel, with about the
same expenditure of fuel as at nt. ‘The letter of the
h in detail this cular improve-
ment, and its recommendation on the score of economy,
is herewith submitted.

I therefore recommend that authority be given to build
every year two new vessels—one sail and the other
steam—upon such models as shall be approved, and as old
vesgels may be found unserviceable from fault of model or
other cause, they mn{ be sold or broken up.

In this connexion, | invite the favorable consideration
of Congress to the recommendation of the Chief of the
Burenu of Yards and Docks, that machinery be erected in
one or more of the navy yards of the country for the
building of steam engines and construction of war steam-
ers complete,

A class of small vessels is much wanted to give employ-
ment in command to senior lieutenants, many of whom are
kept in long and tedious inaction before their promotion to
commanders, and would be highly useful as croisers, es-
pecially those propelled by steam, by reason of their abili-
ty to penetrate into harbors and rivers inaccessible to ships
of larger class,

Having, also, in my last annual communication, present-
ed for the consideration of Congress propositions to reduce
the number of officers in the grades of captain, comman-
der, and licutenant of the navy, I beg leave respectfully
to refer thereto for the review of the officers in those
grades, and the commands and employments to which
they may he called in the present state of the service.
While the number in these grades might be appropriately
reduced, it is worthy of consideration whether the number
of masters should not be enlirged and the grade of second
lientenant established, :
Althoush 4 master is recognised as n necessary officer
tn hoard of every vessel in commission, and ot every navy
yard, to seventy-six vessels and eight navy yards, there
are borne upon the register the names of but thirty mas-
ters, and of these nineteen are out of the line of promo-
tion, and many of them are superannuated or otherwise
incapacitated for duty at sea. If the number of masters
were raised to fifty, exclusive of those nat in the line of
promotion, (who must needs be removed by death in the
course of a few years,) and the grade of second lieutenant
interposed hetween them and that of first licutenant, all
of which conld be arranged without adding to the number
of officers below the rank of commander, now in service,
it would not only be an improvement in the proportions of
the different grades, but would exert a cheering influence
on the younger officers, who are now doomed to linger in
the inferior grade of passed midshipmen until the ardor of
youth is passed and professional distinction has Jost much
of its attraction.

The gerics of promotions held out to a naval officer,
compnred 10 WAl In the army, is exceedingly limited,
without taking into the account brevet runk, with which
distinguished service in the latter may be rewarded.
And these additional grades cannot but be regarded as
new objects of hope, and new incentives to ambition,
among the aspirants in the naval service. For reasons
similar to the foregoing, as well as others of great cogen-
cy, I repeat the recommendation formerly made, to ele-
vate the ranks of the service by legalizing that of com-
modore, and establishing two offices of rear ndmiral. As
a reward for the gallant conduet of some of those surviv-
ing veterans, who, more than a third of a century ago,
illustrated our arms in conflicts on the ocean, and asa
stimulant to others to emulate their example, these supe-
rior ranks would be graceful distinctions on the part of
the Government ; and the position we occupy smong the
naval and commercial powers of the world renders their
immedinte recognition’ a matter of undoubted policy.
With one such officer employed nearthe head of the depart-
ment in Washington, in the disposition and supervision of
the personnel of the navy; and the other stationed at San
Francisco, with power to issue orders to our squadrons in
the Pacific and China seas, as well asto all officers residing
west of the Rocky Mountains, subject to general direc-
tions and supervision from the Department, much it is
believed could he effected in giving promptness and vigor
to the service in the remote regions of the world; in im-
parting to it uniformity and system, and in relieving in-
ferior officers from difficulties and responsibilities arising
from unforeseen events,

1 also most earnestly renew the recommendation to es-
tablish a retired list, to which officers may be transferred
on reduced rates of pay, who may be invalided, from time
to time, on account of superannuation or other cause. If
it be ohjected that this would burden the treasury with a
new class of pensions, the answer is, that the evil already
exists; the question being Wwetween full and half pay, or
even o lower rate: between denying to the vigorous, the
willing, and aspiring, who perform the duties and must
constitate our reliance in time of danger, the positions and
emoluments in which they may improve their talents and
extend their usefulness; and retaining and promoting, as
of the effective force, ull who have been admitted into the
service, without reference to intervening disabilities or
disqualifications. No reform is of greater moment, as
regards the efficiency of the navy, and none can be mere
obriously just, :

The disputed questions of rank between the sea officers
and civil officers of the navy, and between the several
grades of officers of the army and navy, and the reports ef
the the boards of officers summoned to consider these ques-
tions, were brought to the attention of Congress in a spe-
cial communication at the last session, and are again re-

commended to its ¢ leration,
Perceiving that the laws for the government of the
navy, p more than fifty years since, were defective

and unsuited to the present state of the servico, I have
caused them to be revised by o board of officers, with in-
structions to prepare proper amendments und additions,
and am prepared to transmit their report for the exami-
nation of Congress, and respectfully recommend that the
eode therein preposed be taken as a basis of legislation
on this subject. Or, if there be no disposition to adopt
the report in general, it will be found to be highly neces-
sary to necommodate the law to the new condition of af-
fuirs arising from our settlements on the shores of the
Pacific; the ports of California and Oregon being now
within the United States.

To require orders to issue from Washington, even for
convening a court-martial in the Pacific fo try any officer
or seaman and for summoning witnesses, must greatly
delay and embarrass the enforcement of discipline. Yet
it ig only the commander of a fleet or squadron * acting
ont of the United States” who has power to order such
conrts, and approve or disapprove their sentences. This
is cited, however, as but a single instance of the want of
adaptation of the present naval laws to the nctual state of
naval affairs. o

But the most material defect in our naval code is that
oceasioned by the failure to provide any punishment, by
way of substitate, when o ral chastisement was aho-
| lished, To supply in some degree this deficiency. I pre-
| sented nnd recommended at the last session of Congress o

substitute proposed by a board of officers, to whom the
subject il been referred. In the present state of the
| law there is no power to inflict any punislument, except
confinement in irons, or without, unless by the sentence
of u court.-martial. Such court must of not less
| than five nor more than thirteen commissioned officers,
{and be ordered by the President of the United States,

Seeretary of the Navy, or commander of o fleet or

ron ‘‘acting out of the United States.” It is manifest,

w"ﬂ" that there can be no other punishment a

eruise, whether long or short, exeept in vessels within L
immedinte reach of the eom of the squadron, and
only then if there be at least five commissioned officers
superior to all legal exception, who ean be detailed on o
ocourt. It being known that twe voasels rarely eruise to-
, gether, bui that singie alips are dinputohd’cm distant

service, and are often separated from the flag ship sad
from home for many months, it is spparent that the delay
of justice, the accused being meanwhile in confinement, is
& serious grievance to him. But when it is remembered
that the ends of punishment on shiphoard are not merely
for the sake of example and reformation, to secure s
faithful and specific execution of the contract of enlist-
ment with the Government at the very time when duty is
required, and to protect the rights of the dutiful, the

honest, the peaceful, and orderly, an ent, to be
effectual, mgat be speedy and y a.%ut is
the accused from escupe,

ordinarily & means of m?:lb‘of e -
and of enting a repetition tive wrong ; to
nbstinnll:,“;ndulhnt. or vicious men, some of whom will

ps be found in every ship's company, notwithstaud-
ing any precautions of enlistment, it is mot s sufficient
remedy to enforce the performance of ‘duties. In
civil life no provision is made by law for the ific ful-
filment of contracts or duties, except in a few equitable
cases, where the time of performance is not material, The
only remedy for failure in all others is by indemnification
in money, to be pwarded by courts of justice held at periods
regulated by the convenience of the community. In mili-
tary affairs, at sea or on land, it is far otherwise. Time
as well as alacrity in performance are of the very essence
of the contract, and upon them may depend the safety of
the ship and her company from disaster at ses, as well as
the honor of her flag.

Again, theft, unlawful violence, and other wrongs must
be kept under wholesome restruints, by the terror of
punishment at sea as well as on shore. But a publio ship

no su ous men, the service without

injury, from duily duty those who commit offences
during m"mu necessary

e he. spREopriate posish
prisonment, even if that were ap unish-
ment, to say nothing of weakening the. L] egmpP.ny by
#his process, and the imposition upon men of flouble
duty and *he menial service of waiting on offenders while
thus imprisoned. |

The consequences of the ¢ have been fhus fur
detrimental to the service, and it is apprehendediwill be-
come more serious unless speedily romedied. |

When vessels arrive in port, a ¢raise, itis found
impossible to keep the men on hoard until a p mus-
ter, exercise at quarters, and inspection have taken place,

which are the means ndoLtnd to ascertain whether offi-

cers have done their du keeping their ships and crews
in effective condition. gnd, ::g;‘én&ently of numerous
cases of delinquencies overlooked or of by dis-
G hohonrﬂble or dishonorable, there have been nenrly
one hundred trials of enlisted men by courts-martial since
the passage of the law in question,
!I{m cr:hﬂs are exhibited not to contrayene the policy
of the Legislature, but to demonstrate that the experiment
of the abrogation of whipping ¢annot be effectuilly tried
until Co shall be some substitute, Whether
this shall be by the adoption of the system recommended
by the board of officers above referred to, previding that
courts-martial may be ordered by each officer n command
of a ship, and summarily held to determine guilt, and then
graduating punishments ns therein stated, as well as holding
out rewards, or by some other and more approved method,
is referred to the determination of Congress.
The buildings of the Naval Academy at Amapolis are
in the course of completion, under the appropristions made
at the last session of Congress, and the sloop-of-war
Preble has been attached to the ncademy as a practice
ship for instruction in practical seamanship. Aftee the
examination in June the pupils of the institution were
embarked in this vessel, and proceeded on a ¢ruir e to our
Northern boundary, and thence, touching at the, principal
ports of the United States, hetween Tortla ad and the
Cap;: of Virginia, returned in the latter part of Sep-
tember.
On a revision of the regulations, it W' 45 determined to
make an important change in the plan <€ aducation here-
tofore approved. This consists in re quiring a contioued
course of stidy of four years st t',4e academy, without
going to sen, except that the vacat’ oy of three monshs in
cach year ig spent in o cruise ir, the practice ship, the
former eourse requiring two ye-,prs at the academy, three
at sea, and then two more at {he neademy. A class of
fifty acting midshipmen was admitted in October last, and
will constitute the first elr g to which this new system
will apply. It is now be'jjeved that, for all the purposts
of naval education, the geademy affords pdvantages equal
to those for military * Jdueation at West ;‘oint, and under
the efficient commar ,q of the present superintendent, Com-
mander Stribbling , it is hoped that these advantages will
be fully realized. |
The report 0% a Board of Examiners, appointed, accord-
ing to regula’sdons, to superintend the examination of can-
didates for promotion and the general state of the acy-
demy, in QOctober last, is herewith transmitted. |
With great deference to the opinion of Congress, I again
sugge.st that it is highly expedient and proper to allaw
the appointment of ten midshipmen, to bemade “‘at larg’”
by the President in analogy to the regulation respectirg
cadets in the Military Academy, over and above those fp-

portioned among the Congressional districts.

The Naval Observatary snd hydrographical office have
been in active and vigorous operation dpuring the year.
A second volume of Astronomissl Observations has jeen
published and already laid before you. The wind and
current charts planned by Lieutenant Maury, the Saper-
intendent of the Observatory, and prosecuted under his
direction with much industry, are being extended to the
Pacific and Indian oceans. This work is viewsd with
great interest and satisfuction by our sea-faring commu-
nities, and all those interested in the safe and speedy
navigation of the ocean. Tt has materially shortened the
passage along the highways by which our commerce passes
into and through the southern hemisphere, bringing the
ports of those distant parts of the world some ten days
and some several weeks nearer to us than before. A let-
ter from the Superintendent of the Observatory, which
accompanies this communication, states the important
fact that vessels sailing from the Atlantic to the Pacifie
ports of the United States with the instructions afforded
by these charts, make the voyage in forty days less, upon
the average, than those sailing without them: and that
there is reason to hope the time may be still further
reduced.

The expedition for astronomical observations at Santiago
de Chili appears, from the reports of Lieutenant Gilliss,
to have been actively conducted, and will probably be
brought toa close in the latter part of the next yenr.

The Nautieal Alamanne, under the superintendence of
Lieutenant Davis, is also in a satisfactory state of pro-
gress, and the first publication of the work may be ex-
pected to he made in the course of the next fiscal year.

The commission appointed to examine condensers for
supplying the boilers of marine engines with fresh water
has not yet completed its Inbors, as will a; r from the
letter of the commissioners hereto a . Ttis, how-
ever, promised in this communication at an early day.

The further experiments of Professor Page on the ap-
plication of electro-magnetism as a motive power in me-
chanics will be found in his report, which is subjoined.

The last experiments of Espy in- meteorolo-
gical observations, under the a ons heretofore
made, and his expectations in respect to the completion
of his labors, are set forth in his letter, which is annexed.

My predecessor brought to the notice of Congress in
his annual re dated December 1, 1849, the contract
of Mr. Robert L. Stevens for building a war-steamer to
be shot and shell proof, which he considered to have been
abandoned by the contractor, and no longer obligatory on
the Department, unless re-affirmed by new legislation.
Acting on this decision, I directed certain materials for
this steamer which had been purchased with the means
of the Government to be sold ; tut, at the request of Mr.
Btevens, suspended the order until he should have further
opportunity to submit his case to the decision of Congress;
and it is therefore commended to early consideration.

The line of mail-steamers between New York and Liver-
pool continues to be highly successful in the speed of its
voynges across the ocean; and the Postmaster General
has notified this Department that he deemed it expedient
to incrense the service of this line to twenty-six trips in
the year instend of twenty; in other words, to one trip
every fortnight, at an increase of pay pro ratau the
present compensation. The subject wiil be by him pre-
sented to the consideration of Congress.

The number of steamers on this line, at this time, is
four only, a fifth being stipulated for in the contraet with
the owners. :

Under the mvistom of an act of the last session of
Congress to effect, the officers of the navy who had
acted ns watch officers on this line have been withdrawn
fﬂ;lnlt 'I:? m consent of the contractors,

oo annusl report from this De two
steamers, the Ohio and the Nlinois, have bmmmt’ ted
and received on the line between New York and ('hnE-eg, X
The mail service on this line is performed regularly in three
steamers, built and completed nccording to contruct, and
n fourth, which was accepted for temporary service, the
contract n&:irlng five.

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company, owning the line
hetween Panamn and San Franciseo and Astorin, have
‘added to their line a new stoamer called the ** Golden
Gate,” making six in all, and have fulfilled their contract,
in the namber of vessels and the performanee of serviee,
to the date of the last settlements. According to the pro-
visions of the uct of Congress at the last session, in con-
junetion with the Postmaster General, | entered into a
new eontrnot with this eompany for a semi-monthly in-

stond of a monthly service on this line, at seventy-five
per centum per sunum upon the old rate of
and also allowed a compepsation for semi service

to the oontract, ncording to the

of the met : tho latter subject being left for

further eonsideration, upon the produstion of evi-
d-‘oohylh":lm.

reports of the several heads of bureaus of

(hia Depertesint, S of the Cepumitdasa 4@ the Deavias

im!u-p.m m.“‘""""...‘.n.."a.‘{."&"“’

year ;
of June, 1868, together with sa wmt’tj
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LY
of the priations required for ull objects under  E— — —————————————
the of this Department, ; : MICHIGAN. _

e a.dd q 5 g 540,698 08 THIRTY-S8ECOND CONGRESS. : 1’ E. J. Penniman, 1. m
ey o ey R L
Leaving for the suppert of the navy and resentatives of the Thi, d Con. : » ¢ W 3 2

marine corps - - - $6,856,472 19 il Bei Al INDIANA. 4. Willard P. Hall,
The amount estimated for this purpose last SENATE. ; Jumes Lockhart, 5. John U-PNI"
B i Mot CAPTRAGIE R i MAINE. ALABAMA. 3. Johnlff m L R

year was - . - $2,210,980 00 Jumnes W, ’ William R. King, 4. Bamuel W, Puhrn, 2- Benj Gmm
And it will be seen that there is an excess in the present | Haunibal Hamlin. Jeremiah (lemens. 5. Thos: A. Hendricks. 3. James D
simas, ot v s oE ST OB | e ey e | 0 Wil A, G anwkatan
e Pt Tl e e s eyl o | Joka. b Halp FoaA-Soon 7. Johon G. Davis, 1. Robert W. Jobnson.
act of the last session of C: ; the completion of the |~ o ot JT. Vacancy. 8. Daniel Mace
m ao:?m in Culifomh.h some ud;l'ltlmn, under the wﬁliﬂ:%“m- P LOUTSIANA 9. Graham N. I'muh, 1 Vuh:;xfnowﬂ,

o rovement na nildings, and pham lomon 17, bt
e s s . may | Solomon Foot, Plarro sosle,m'm’ 10. Baminel Brenton. 2. Richard Sourry.
Gt T Califorais, aad o nany yand oo T s the | MASRACHUESTIS, o0 1. William H. Bissell, 1. Joseph W, MeCork]
Congress shall ¢onouy in ﬁu" b gh:{ John Davig, Salmon P. Chase 2. Willis Allen e Edward ¢ H&r&i&ﬁ’
¢ Chisites Bumiig: Benjamin Wade 3. Orlando B. Ficklin, - omEGoN. +

I avail myself of this connexion to vepeat the recom- |  RHODE ISLAND. T RENTUCKY. 4. Richard 8. Molony, Jos. Lane, (Delegate.)
mendation contained in my lnst annual report, that the | John H. Clarke, Jos. R. Underwood o TRONRY> (MG‘ g
appropriations for the sapport of the Navy and Marine | Charles T. James. Henry Cla 7 5. Wm. A e
aents in nevy. yards und Shjsote of . fxed aud ekl s | _CONNECTICUT. raNNEsSER e Cumghel, B ISRl )
ture, and more particularly from those for the mail steam Truman Smith. Jobn Bell | .IOW.Am' J ;l'[‘l' A.'ﬂnemhtﬂ, ];el
service and all other objeots. Vacancy. James (. j’m, D o : 4 thisel, (Del. )

The total amount drawn from the during the NEW YORK. INDIANA. o L. Clark, NEW MEXICO.

:”ﬂ y:::::fhs the 30th Gf;h;; 13511' as shown by the | Hamilton Fish, Jesse D. Bright, 2. Bernhardt Henn. R. H. Weightman, (D.)
mprogusiad. < e raghy Ao Ssons g e William H. Sewiiq, James Whitcom! B
ry,is - - - - $10,318,081 98 . NEW JERSEY. ILLINOIS.
From which deduct repayments - - 1,273,434 87 ‘Irion%:tg' Bh?lnk&on, Hioghen A, Dengiae, HE: 0J:Icm. Linn Pmm, Slmi_ er eleot oLv r.!:
_ —_— . Miller. i Reposontaiine, Saving Mpwtofors
..\’nd ﬂ:ga:; t;lmams %;;uem aonr - ;‘ﬂm $9,044,697 11 m:,m,,“vg, i James ARSOUNE: several terms in _Gonga- as n?qmenh@u from
under the supervision of this Depart- Richard Brodhead, jr. David R. Atchison, Kentucky, sud froquently presided, as Chairman of
b James Cooper. Heanry 8. Geyer. the Committee of the Whole House, is doubtless fa~
of t‘!li! sum there was expended for special DELAW ARE. ABKANSAS, miliar with the Rules and Usages of the House, and
objects e R gmleyABpr.mee, Solon Borland, may be presumed to be well qualified, in that re-
Leuving us the true expenditure for the s Eﬂm Wﬂhﬂ; &iiﬁ;’m' spect, for the duties to which the House has called
navy and marine corps - - $5,885,77 AR . ( a . liti Deib
Th?unupmdnd balances in the Treasury of the a‘ppro- :T"lrm A. Pearce, Lewis i Me: Bavp » o . 9
priations for the naval service, marine corps, and special ', (homas G. Pratt. Alpheus Felch. sehool,.ud will be expected, in the appointment of
objects under the control of the Navy Department, on + . VIRGINTA. FLORIDA. Committees, &c. to carry out the principles of his
ﬁ?‘m‘g Mat ﬁuﬁﬁiﬁlﬁgmﬁu‘;? "l be | James M. Mason, Stephen R. Mallory, party. 'We are not disposed to doubt, however, that
of the objects for which thete sppropriations, wore count | R. M. T. Hunter. Ji Morton. he will, upon the whole, make a good presiding officer.
i.The semnmendation of Whe et of the Barewn of Bro-| o R W SO g ot The Whig party of the House being in a decided
b inlﬁewmi‘r;rk}o: B o Seliahed a4 e et B s o v R minority, rendered any concert of action on their
&Yy b e ridiading] Preparation of bread for Willie P. Mangum. Thomas J. Rusk. : ti:e 0 . _
o e S G e o mwil?c‘!;unhl. ungtli:l.: & a]:onru mnoB dmu. mowa. ?b:l:n in the e em:& uunaoemryd: .l:ﬁ it bmwualdofhve

: : which now i P. Butler Augustus C. Dodge unavailing, therefore the Mem that

is impogsible, by any intpection .5 T 2 gust 4

B Ereahe e o bt | M G L e b s i
v ti . . i Y

been condemned as unfit, l’o?':s:, qn?l:]yqoqunl in the | John McP. Berrien, Henry Dodge, vidual pm:eferen.qe, nearly the n 5 ho'

amount of its cost to th,e value of such buildings and fix- | William C. Dawson.  Isaac P. Walker, ever, being given to two gentlemen of eminent

tures as will be requi.red for this establishment. CALIFORNIA worth and fitness, Messrs. SraNLY and CHANDLER..

I likewise invite attention to his proposition to exempt William M. Gwin Vaca;lcy S 3

P 3 2 Y OF THANKSGIVING.

certain other ar¥,gles of provisions from the operation of
the law reqviiring supplies to be furnished on contract
with the ywest bidder, and to vest in the Department a
discret?, power to change the navy ration, in view of
the rcientific discoveries of the day, by which vegetables
of various kinds may be prepared and preserved for any
length of time at sea.

1 lly advise the repeal of the act of the last
session prohibiting commutation in money for stopped ra-
tions. The amounts which in this way passed into the
hands of the seamen allowed the purchase of other arti-
cles of food than those embraced in the ration, and de-
sirable if not essential to health and comfort. The pro-
hihitign in question was improvidently recommended and

passed.

The recommendations of the Chief of the Bureau of
Medicine and Sur for the investment in productive
stocks of the navy hospital fund, and for retiring from
the list of effective surgeons all the officers of that corps
who are permanently unfitted for duty, and supplying
their places by new appointments, a provision required in
every grade of the service, deserve early consideration
and action.

The commandant of the marine corps, it will be ob-
served, has asked for an appropriation to commence the
rebuilding of barracks for that corps at the various sta-
tions, and the subject is commended to the consideration
of Congress. If approved, estimates of the cost will be
p and submitted in due season.

My experience in this D ent induces me to re-
commend the establishment of an additional bureau, to
be termed the Bureau of Orders and Discipline, to which
shall be ‘assigned the communieation of orders and in-
structions touching naval service and discipline, and the
receipt and preservation or distribution of returns and
reports pertaining to the same, in analogy to the duties
required of the Adjutant General's office in the Depart-
ment of War. It would relieve the head of the Depart-
ment from much labor which is merely clerieal, belong-
ing to routine duty, and ensure important benefits to the
service. With it should be connected the office of judge
advocate general of the navy, similar in its functions and
duties to the judge advocate general of the army. BSuth
an officer, with proper professional qualifications, is high-
ly essential to give accurncy, uniformity, and precision to

e administration of justice and discipline, and has be-
come almost indi ble, since the alteration of thelaw
already mentioned, which has oceasioned the mecessity
for the trial of so great a number of enlisted men b
courts martial. The proposed bureau could be organized,
it is supposed, without any material addition to the ex-
penditure now incurred in this hut;:colil of the service.

Vith the t respect, your obedient servant,

i i WILL. A. GRAHAM,
To the PresipENT. Secretary of the Navy.
D e e ]

A FORTNIGHT LATER FROM CALIFORNIA.

By almost simultaneous arrivals of passenger
steamers at New York and New Orleans we have
accounts from San Francisco to the 1st November.

" The question of dividing California into two States
was still agitated, and meetings favoring that object
had been recently held at Santa Barbara and San
Franciseo. The advices by the last previous arrival

ve us to understand that the projeet met with but
ﬁ:&le favor except in the southern counties of the
State, several of which had then appointed Delegates
to attend a General Convention on the subject.

The accounts from the mining districts are repre-
sented in our Telegraphic despatches to be of the
most cheering character. The yield of the precious
metal, it is stated, shows rather an increase than
abatement, and the estimate of the produet of the
year is carried as high even as seventy-five millions.
On the Middle Fork the miners have done remark-
ably well, and new discoveries have been made at
the Cold Spring and Voleano diggings. All ac-
counts agree in saying that the season will
be the most profitable ever known in the annals of
California.

The papers continue to teem with accounts of
murders, robberies, duels, &c., though in many cases
the offenders are arrested and summarily punished.
Indian disturbances were of less frequent occurrence.

During the last fortnight a fair amount of busi-
ness ‘had been done in the trading and commercial
community, and the tone of generally was
good. The rainy season had commenced.

The most startling intelligence from San Fran-
cisco is the the murder of eleven of the
passengers and crew of the New York clipper shi
Challenge, by the captain and mates of the vessel.
This deed caused intense excitement in S8an Fran-
cisco. The mates had been arrested by the autho-
rities, but the captain made his escape. This
story, no doubt, has two sides to it, and we shall
probably have the whole truth when the California
papers come to hand.

e British ship Dadalus, sent by the British
Government to seareh for Sir Joun FRANKLIN, had
arrived at San Francisco. Her crnise was unsue-
cessful.

The advices from Oregon are generally favorable
to business and health. The year's emigrants had
mostly arrived.

The Cherokes, at New York, brings about two
and a half million dollars in gold.

DesmocraTic NaTioNAL CoNVENTION. — The
Georgia Legislature has rejected, by a vote of 92 to
26, a ition to eall on the le to unite in
sending Delegates to the Demoeratic Presidential
Convention to be held next year.

The Richmond Times states that the
form recently issued by a

German Soci Mdz, in
wh!chshmum'?zld and ist
ghcﬂumawnﬂ, not su WW.

erman citisens of that , Who have a card
) it was issued
its prin-
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MAINE.
1. Moses M¢Donald,
2. John Appleton,
3. Robert ow,
4. Charles Andrews,
5. Ephraim K. Smart,
6. Israel Washburn, jr.
7. Thos. J. D. Fauller.
NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Amos Tuck,
. Charles H. Peaslee,
Jared Perkins,
Harry Hibbard.
VERMONT.
Ahiman L. Miner,
William Hebard,
. James Meacham,
. Thomas Bartlett.
MASSACHUSETTS.
. William Appleton,
Robert Rantoul, jr.
%:lema H'Tli!lunm,
jjamin Thom
Chiskp Al
George T. Davis,
. John Z. Goodrich,
Horace Mann,
. Orin Fowler,
. Zeno Scudder.
(I‘knonr: ISLAND.
. Greorge G. Kin,
h Benj.ge G. Thurs%l;n.
CONNECTICUT.
. Charles Chapman,
. C. M. Ingersoll,
. C. F. Cleveland,
. 0. 8. Seymour.
NEW YORK.
. John G. Floyd,
Obadiah Bowne,
. Emanuel B. Hart,
J. H. H. Hawes,
. (reorge Bri
, James Brooks,
. A. P. Stevens,
. Gilbert Dean,
. William Murray,
. Marius Schoonmaker,
. Jogiah Sutherland,
. David L. Beymour,
. John L. Schooleraft,
. John H. Boyd,
. Joseph Russell,
. John Wells,
. Alex. H. Buell,
. Preston King,
. Willard Ives,
i Tlmoth‘g Jenkins,
. Wm. W. Snow,
. Henry Bennett,
. Leander Babeock,
Daniel J. Jones,
HLS. Walbridghy
gy ]
. Wm. A. Sackett,
. A. M. Schermerhorn.
. Jedediah Horseford,
. Reuben Robie,
. Frederick 8. Martin,
. 8. (. Haven,
. Aug. P. Hasecall,
Lorenzo Burrows.
NEW JERSEY.
. Nathan T, Stratton,
. Charles Skelton,
. Tsaac Wildrick,
H. Brown,
. Rodman M. Price.
PENNSYLVANIA.
. Thomas B. Florence,
. Joseph R. Chandler.
Henry D. Moore,
. John Robbins, jr.
. John McNair,
. Thomas Ross,
; Rfﬁdz\. Morrison,
eus Stevens,
. J. Glancy Jones,
. Milo M. Dimmick,
H. M. Fuller,
. Galusha A. Grow,
. James Gamble,
. T. 8. Bilinghaus,
. Wm. H. Kurtz,
. J. X. McLanahan,
17. Andrew Parker,
{3 gohn L. Dawson,
3 h H. Kuh
20. J;?Alhm‘ y o
21. Thomas M. Howe,
22, John W. Howe,
23. Carleton B. Curtis,
24. Alfred Gilmore.

1. Richard T. Bowie,
2. Wm. T. Hamilton,
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4. Thos. Yates

B

3. Edward

glmphs.(}m.

20.
21 N. 8.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DELAWARE.
1. George R. Riddle,
VIRGINIA.
1. John 8. Millson,
2. Richard K. Meade,
8. Thos. H. Averett,
4. Thos. 8. Bocock,
5. Paulus Powell,
6. John 8. Caskie,
7. Thos. H. Bayly,
8. Alex. R. Holladay,
9. James F. Strother,
10. Chag. J. Faulkner,
11. John Letcher,
12. H. A. Edmundson,
18. Fayette McMullen,
14. James M. H. Beale,
15. Geo. W. Thompson.
NORTH CAROLINA.
1. Thos. L. Cli :
2. Joseph P. Caldwell,
3. Alfred Dockery,
4. James T. Morehead,
5. A. W. Venable,
_?. John R. J. Daniel,
8. Edward Stanly,
9. David Outlaw.
OUTH CAROLINA.
. Daniel Wallace,
ames L. Orr,
os8. A. Woodward,
4. John McQueen,
5. Armistead Burt,
6. William Aiken,
7. William F. Coleock.
GEORGIA.
1. Joseph W. Jackson,
2. James Johnson,
3. David J. Bailey,
4. Charles Murphy,
5. E. W. Chastain,
6. Junius Hillyer,

wm

O b =
o

What friend of his country but feels his bosom~

glow with unwonted pride on reading the following.-
spirit-stirring paragraph on the moral of the gene-
rality of the observance of the late Thanksgiving ?

FROM THE NEW YORE MIRROR OF FRIDAY LABT.

iving

This
wanlzofmorethmn ing consideration, to wi
that eremothertha?mnifiadbmdu d -

our
t nation together. Yesterda mz{ t of
ﬁnthirty-one gﬂ of the Unimf ohed%
to God ; among other things, for h, pros-
perity, and unity of this blic. = Aye, we can
even now hear the echo of t thanks for the - -
preservation of our glorious Union, ringimer the -
ulpits and hearths of the -North, the , the -
Eh.st,‘ and the West. Twenty<ight States have -
bent the knee and bowed the head on the same day, .
and perhaps at the same hour, and thanked Giod and |
besought him for the same blessings. Can ropes of '
and bands of iron bind a nation together like such. .
a spirit as this? Can the multitude who pray and '
worship so devoutly to-day at the same altan, for a
eommon , arise to-morrow and smite one another
and be divided? No! By this sublime scene just
past, we may believe that Iﬁtﬁoﬁm and "religion .
are united at the altars of Liberty, and will defend
their temple, the Union, forever. ' .

The opening of the Seaboard and Roanoks Rail--
road was celebrated at Weldon, North Carolina, on.

Tuesday last, when, notwithstandi the'mnlmnantg
of the weather, t.l:e;'e was o htgenstmaqt of the:
citizens of Halifax and the adjacent counties, which,
added to some four hundred carried up-
formed.

hes

in the train from Portsmouth, Vﬁ‘;nn,
uite a large cm:l?nny, who were entertained with &
e dinner and all the et ceteras, includixgs

from the Hon. Wu. 8. Asux, R. M. SAunpEms,

ALEXANDER McRa®, and others.

.m Democracy of stslsa:lm’]: seem fully deter-
mined on a re-organigation and vi prosecution
of the next Presidential canvass. ;tis announced in
the Missigsippian that a Democratic State Conven-

7. A. H. Stephens, tion will be at Jackson on the 8th.of January
8. Robert Toombs next, to Elpoint Delegates to the National.Conven-
ALABAMA tion at Baltimore. A similar movement is im foot
1. John Bragg, in ALABAMA, where it is to hold a Btate
2. Jumes Abercrombie, [ Convention on the same day, and for the same
3. Wilam B, Sty | o -
5. Gelorge g hoﬁoﬁ MarYLAND CoURT OF APPEALS.—The Annapolis
6. W. R. W. Cobb, ~ | Republican says that Gov. Lows has decided that
7. Alexander White. | e has authority, under the Constitution, to desig-
MISSISSIPPI. na:e _theﬁOhie; ﬁ::ﬁm of ﬂ:oef wthe of Ap ﬂ:;
anti on 0! meeti : \te, and
2 Jom A Witiox, [Be has designatod Jm for that offie.
3. J. D. Freeman, | This being the case, the new Court will assemble
4. Albert G. Brown. | this day, in Annapolis, for the purpose of procced-
LOUISIANA. Ing to business.

1. Louis St. Martin,
2. J. Aristide Landry,
3. Alex. G. Penn,
4. John Moore.
' TENNESSEE.
1. Andrew Johnson,
2. Albert G. Watkins,
3. Wm, M. Churchwell,
4. John H. Savage,
5. Gweox;e W. Jones,
6. William H. Polk,
7. Meredith P. Gentry,
8. William Cullom,
9. Isham G. i
10. Fred. P. Stanton,
11. Chris. H. Williams.
FLORIDA.
1. Edward C. Cabell.
KENTUCKY.

1. Linn Ed,
2. Benj. EdwardsGrey,
3. Presl Ewil:ﬁ,
4. Wm. T. Ward,

. James W. Stone,

. Addison White,
. Humphrey Marshall,
. J. C. Breckenridge,
. John C. Mason,
. Richard H. Stanton.

OHIO.

i
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10. Charles Sweetser,

11. George H. Bushy,

12. John Welch,

13. James M.
14. Aknndar(h’hd:
15. William F. Hunter,

16. John Johnson,

19. Evan Newton,

T

RecexT CapamiTy AT New York.—The
mér's Inquest in the case of the children who
L(;stNthei; ‘I)i;uh.l:a& 'weo:d l:i one of the Public Schools
ew concls its investigation and
turned the fi i va\hott < o
That their death was coused by suffooation,

oined
with external and internal injuries, uced %B?
down o stairway in the!hehwmmﬂmgih& -

the

by an or means in }

2 e e e

the The teachers of said
mwﬁ?n the aneham' injuries occasioned

no e or

by‘trh?&lm.

sed the damages at $8,5600, and in the case of Mrs. Burr-
damages were allowed to the amount of %1,000,

Munosrers SpxreExcEp.—In the New York Court of
Oyer and Terminer on Saturday, Andoine Lopez, a native
of Spain, found guilty of the murder, by stabbing, of
Michael Foster, policeman, Fourth Ward, and Ofto Grun-
zig, a native of Bavaria, found guilty of the murder; by
posion, of his wife, were both sentenced to be hung.
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The subscription price of this paper for n year is THRER:
hwuhuu. ; 308
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For the Sessions of averaging eight
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